
28 May 2011 | NewScientist | 33

Our long a!air with animals has 
been a driving force in human 
evolution, says Pat Shipman 
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” The human-animal link 
makes sense of three of  
the most important leaps  
in our development”
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” Domestication emerged  
as a natural progression  
of our close association 
with other species”

Out of Africa
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If domestication was 
about getting a secure 
food supply, why did we 
start with dogs?
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Man’s best friend
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A sustainable relationship

Hunting was the spur 
for our ancestors to 
acquire deep insights 
about other species

Pat Shipman is adjunct professor of biological 
anthropology at Penn State University. Her book  
The Animal Connection: A new perspective on  
what makes us human is published by W. W. Norton  
& Company on 13 June  

” If our species was born of a 
world rich with animals, can 
we flourish in one where 
biodiversity is decimated?”
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